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Bell Farm – a Rights Respecting School
Bell Farm School is a Level 2 Rights Respecting School. This initiative underpins the school’s aims to provide a values led curriculum. The children learn about their own responsibilities through increasing their understanding about the rights of others. The Rights Respective agenda is at the heart of school life and provides a strong ethos to foster purposeful learning attitudes and positive relationships.
The programme provides a clear set of values, based on the United Nations Convention Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and the related articles.   The values, well supported by a programme of monthly values, have been developed with the full involvement of our school community, and are explicitly upheld by both children and staff.

The Rights Respecting Schools Award provides a coherent values led framework from which the children learn to make good decisions about their attitudes to learning, the forming of positive relationships, their entitlements to be safe and have their opinions heard.  The children learn about their responsibilities to their own school community, local community and their place as global citizens.
UNICEF says of the framework “The RRSA provides a coherent values framework which enhances school leadership. It shapes the ethos of the school and unifies what can often be seen as a range of disparate educational initiatives and government priorities in all UK jurisdictions, the global dimension, SEAL (social and emotional aspects of learning), sustainable development, and community cohesion.  Pupils develop a stronger sense of the need to act for global justice. The universality of the UNCRC provides a clear link between building up their rights respecting school and the need for children’s rights to be realised everywhere.”
It is helpful to remember that much of the ECM agenda was based on the UNCRC principles. The recent Cambridge Primary Review, edited by Robin Alexander, makes a number of important references to the convention. For example, the taking account of children’s participation rights.   

What have been the main benefits for the children of Bell Farm School?
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· Overall, behaviour and relationships are good.
· The children use the language when solving problems with their behaviour and relationships.
· There has been a significant reduction in exclusions, racist language and poor behaviour.
· Many children articulate positive attitudes about our diverse society.

· Many children are confident to express opinions that do not hurt others.
· It has enhanced the children’s understanding of their place in our communities and as global citizens.
· It has enhance the equality of learning and teaching by providing purposeful connections within the planned curriculum.
· It has successful supported the aspirations of governors and staff with their commitment to the whole child.
              For more information visit      www.unicef.org.uk/tz/teacher_support/rrs_award.asp[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
